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This publication Racial Science In Hitler's New Europe, 1938-1945 (Critical Studies In The History Of
Anthropology) From University Of Nebraska Press is expected to be one of the very best seller book that
will certainly make you really feel satisfied to acquire as well as read it for finished. As known can typical,
every book will have certain things that will certainly make someone interested a lot. Even it comes from the
writer, type, material, and even the author. Nonetheless, many individuals likewise take the book Racial
Science In Hitler's New Europe, 1938-1945 (Critical Studies In The History Of Anthropology) From
University Of Nebraska Press based upon the motif as well as title that make them surprised in. and below,
this Racial Science In Hitler's New Europe, 1938-1945 (Critical Studies In The History Of Anthropology)
From University Of Nebraska Press is really recommended for you since it has appealing title and style to
read.

Review
"This is an impressive work that provides important new insights for historians of eugenics/racial hygiene,
racial anthropology, the Second World War and the Holocaust."—Bradley W. Hart, European History
Quarterly (Bradley W. Hart European History Quarterly)

"An important text for Holocaust scholars."—C. Pinto, CHOICE (C. Pinto Choice)

"[Racial Science in Hitler's New Europe, 1938-1945 is] a refreshing, cohesive, and compelling contribution
to the scholarship on racial policy inside Hitler's Europe."—Michael McConnell, H-German (Michael
McConnell H-German)

"These essays provide a wealth of information about eugenics and scientific racism in areas that have been
underexplored in the past. The book not only sheds light on Nazi racial ideology and policies, but also on the
way that scientists and government officials in other parts of Europe responded to Nazi racial ideology and
eugenics in the brief period of German ascendancy in Europe."—Richard Weikart, Journal of the History of
Medicine and Allied Sciences (Richard Weikart Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences)

"This is an important book that makes a significant and original contribution to the development of the
historical literature in this field."—Lisa Pine, Social History of Medicine (Lisa Pine Social History of
Medicine)

About the Author
Anton Weiss-Wendt is the head of the research department at the Center for the Study of the Holocaust and



Religious Minorities in Oslo, Norway. He is the author of Murder without Hatred: Estonians and the
Holocaust. Rory Yeomans is the senior international research analyst at the International Directorate of the
UK Ministry of Justice. He is the author of Visions of Annihilation: The Ustasha Regime and the Cultural
Politics of Fascism, 1941–1945.
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In Racial Science in Hitler’s New Europe, 1938–1945, international scholars examine the theories of race
that informed the legal, political, and social policies aimed against ethnic minorities in Nazi-dominated
Europe. The essays explicate how racial science, preexisting racist sentiments, and pseudoscientific theories
of race that were preeminent in interwar Europe ultimately facilitated Nazi racial designs for a “New
Europe.”

The volume examines racial theories in a number of European nation-states in order to understand racial
thinking at large, the origins of the Holocaust, and the history of ethnic discrimination in each of those
countries. The essays, by uncovering neglected layers of complexity, diversity, and nuance, demonstrate how
local discourse on race paralleled Nazi racial theory but had unique nationalist intellectual traditions of racial
thought.

 Written by rising scholars who are new to English-language audiences, this work examines the scientific
foundations that central, eastern, northern, and southern European countries laid for ethnic discrimination,
the attempted annihilation of Jews, and the elimination of other so-called inferior peoples.
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Most helpful customer reviews

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
The Comprehensiveness of Nazi Racial Concepts and Practices. Slav-Exterminatory Implications of
GENERALPLAN OST Recognized
By Jan Peczkis
This work is an anthology of scholarly articles dealing with the practical, rather than theoretical, aspects of
Nazi racial science. This is especially applied not only to the Germans, but also the Dutch, Norwegians,
Danes, and, of course, the Slavs and the Jews.

INTRODUCTION

The ideas of Charles Darwin played a major role in the development of the idea of the innate and immutable
inequality of peoples. (e. g., Isabel Heinemann, p. 38). Many nations at the time believed in scientific racism,
and practiced eugenics. However, this should not be relativized. Authors Weiss-Wend and Rory Yeomans
write of the preeminence of Nazi Germany in the field of racial science. (p. 14).

A perusal of this book is more than sufficient to indicate, to the reader, just how seriously the Germans took
their racism and how ardently they tried to make it a practical reality in all their policies. It also becomes
obvious that Nazi racism was not something left to ideologues or propagandists. Instead, it was widely
developed by German anthropologists and other scientists. The Germanization of eastern territories,
involving racial selection and resettlement, was widely held by mainstream German academia, and not just
its fringes, as has been argued after 1945. (Heinemann, p. 42).

NAZI GERMAN GENOCIDE OF POLES

A little clarification of terms is in order. When the Nazis spoke of the Germanization of a territory, they were
not primarily referring to the transformation of locals into adherents of German language and culture. They
were talking about a removal of the locals, and replacement of them, with ethnic Germans.

It has not rarely been alleged that, whereas Jews were unilaterally condemned by the Nazis, there were Poles
who could redeem themselves, in the eyes of the Nazis, by undergoing Germanization. While technically and
superficially correct, this “Germanization” was recognized for only some 4% of the Polish population.
(Heinemann, p. 44). Nor was even that, strictly, speaking, a Germanization. It was a re-Germanization of



Polonized Germans. Clearly, this “Germanization” was not some kind of act of mercy to even a few Poles. It
was an outworking of Nazi racial ideology, intended to “recover lost German blood”.

Although the Nazi treatment of Jews as a whole, and of Slavs as a whole, was different, especially given the
increasing military reverses of the Third Reich, the intended outcome was similar. This fact was brought out
by Isabel Heinemann, whom I now quote:

Rather, tellingly, during the so-called RuSHA Trial (1947-48)---which put RFK officials and SS racial
experts in the dock—the prosecution declared the forced population transfers and “Germanization”, as
experienced by Josef Rembacz from Zamosc and millions of other individuals, “techniques of genocide [that
were] neither so quick nor perhaps so simple as outright mass extermination…[yet] far more cruel and
equally effective.” (p. 51).

The items in brackets are in Heinemann’s quoted statement.

LONG-TERM NAZI PLANS FOR THE EXTERMINATION OF SLAVS

What if Nazi Germany had won the war? The Slavs in the east would have to go. Heinemann discusses the
December 1942 Master Settlement Plan (GENERALSIEDLUNGSPLAN), which was an expanded version
of Master Plan East (GENERALPLAN OST). Although the fate of tens of millions of people (mainly Poles
and other Slavs) was not elaborated, Heinemann points out that their physical extermination was an
unambiguous implication of the plan. She comments, “Although none of the plans made it explicit, it is
evident that for the racial experts mass death posed a necessary condition for the entire Germanization
process.” (p. 49).

See all 1 customer reviews...
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